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BLOOD SAMPLE FOR CANINE GENETIC RESEARCH IN FINLAND
(Provide 3 ml of blood in an EDTA-tube per sample)
Please fill in both pages carefully.
Breed:      
Registration number:      
Registered name:      
Microchip number/tattoo:      
Date of birth:      
Sex:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female





Has the dog been spayed/castrated?                  

Check if the dog is suffering from any of the following conditions
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Epilepsy 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diabetes




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Allergies or hypersensitivity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demodex mites or demodicosis
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recurrent infections


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hypothyroidism
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pancreatic insufficiency


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Liver malfunction
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undescended testicles


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dental abnormalities


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anal furunculosis (perianal fistula)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Malocclusion, please specify:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reproductive problems


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tumour / cancer, please specify:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Heart murmur



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Endocardiosis



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other cardiac disease, please specify:       
Skeletal defects 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hip or elbow dysplasia


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Patellar luxation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kinked tail
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Legg Perthes



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spinal problems
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, what?      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Osteochondritis dissecans (OCD)

Eye diseases
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PRA (progressive retinal atrophy)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pannus (corneal inflammation)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Primary lens luxation


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hereditary cataract



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Glaucoma




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, what? 
If your dog has been diagnosed with some eye disease, please include a copy of the eye certificate.
Autoimmune diseases
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SLE (systemic lupus erythematosus)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Addison disease
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AIHA/IMHA


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Keratitis




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Thrombocytopenia
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, what?      
Behavioral problems
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Separation anxiety




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fear/shyness towards strange persons,

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Noise phobia/ sound shyness                                      dogs or novel situations (specify by underscore)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aggressive behavior towards people

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Compulsive tail chasing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aggressive behavior towards owner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chasing shadows/lights

      or family member




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hyperactivity




 FORMCHECKBOX 
Aggressive behavior towards other dogs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Something else, please specify      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other conditions, what?      
In case you checked any of the above conditions, please clarify (e.g. onset age of the disease, careful description of symptoms and possible treatments).      
If the dog has a disease/condition, was the diagnose made by a veterinarian?      Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 










Does the dog have close relatives suffering from any of the conditions mentioned above? Which one(s)?      
SAMPLE COLLECTOR FILLS
Date the sample was collected:      
Microchip number/tattoo checked
Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Sample collector:      
Owner information: (if the dog has many owners, underline the person to whom the contact information applies)
Name:      
Address:      
Postal/Zip Code:      
City:      
Country:      
Phone:      
Email:      
All the information concerning the dog and the owner is stored in our secure database for the research purposes and is handled confidentially! 
Place and date 


Owner’s signature
     
Ship the samples immediately by express mail from abroad in room temperature to the address below. If immediate shipping is not possible, samples should be stored in the refrigerator until shipping. Do not freeze.
[image: image2.png]HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI




Ship samples to:

Ranja Eklund/Lohi Laboratory
Biomedicum Helsinki, room C514b
Haartmaninkatu 8
00290 Helsinki
Finland
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Any questions concerning the samples please email ranja.eklund@helsinki.fi. More information about canine genetic research in Finland: www.koirangeenit.fi. 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE OWNER – SAVE THIS -
You have just donated your dog’s blood sample to Professor Hannes Lohi’s Canine Genetics research group (University of Helsinki and Folkhälsan’s research center)- thank you! Your dog’s sample will be saved along with his/her health information in our DNA bank, and used for research if necessary.

Our research group aims to discover new genes causing heritable characteristics and illnesses in dogs and for this purpose we collect blood samples. The selection of samples suitable for a specific research project is based on various criteria. For this reason, not all donated samples are analyzed, even though a project may directly involve the breed of your dog. We also don’t complete diagnostic assessments of blood samples or run existing genetic tests. Therefore, the owner will not automatically receive ‘results’ after the donation of a blood sample.

If a specific, highly affective form of gene is discovered to correlate with a trait or disease, and if your dog’s blood sample has been used in the project, then the owner will receive ‘results’; information regarding the dog’s genotype. If a possible genetic discovery leads to the development of a DNA-test, then the dogs of the breed in question can be tested through the work of a commercial laboratory (ex. Genoscoper, Laboklin etc).
 
In the Canine Genetics research group we also research multifactorial diseases and traits, which are often caused by a combination of genetic and environmental factors. Here, a certain form of a gene does not singularly cause the illness/characteristic, but increases the risk to some degree. For this reason, the owner is not informed because the research results do not necessarily give any additional information to the owner of a dog’s individual risk of falling ill, and the development of a genetic test is difficult. Multifactorial disease research is important, since identification of influential genes helps us to understand the mechanisms of the disease and possibly develop new diagnostic methods and approaches to health care. Many common diseases are multifactorial.

Through the donation of your dog’s blood sample, you are supporting important research which aims to develop genetic tests benefiting selective breeding in dogs and also contributes to research in human heritable diseases, diagnostics and care development. 

We will initially notify any genetic findings and research results on our website

http://www.koirangeenit.fi/.
Remember to inform the research group of any changes in your dog’s health after blood sampling by email: lgl-kyselyt@helsinki.fi. If you have any questions regarding your dog’s blood sample or past research projects, contact our laboratory at 09-191 25680 tai 09-191 25778
Samples of the following dogs have been donated for Canine Genetics Research:

Date __/__/__









Thank you for your participation!



TURN



            


TURN


